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Dear New Member, 

 

Welcome to the Diablo Valley Camera Club! We look forward to having you as a member and 

hope you will find your participation to be fun, rewarding and educational. 

This handbook is designed to help familiarize you with our club and to give you helpful 

information on all aspects of our operation. If you have any questions, ask any one of the Officers at 

the meetings or email them. 

We meet twice a month, have numerous field trips, and hold a potluck dinner each year in 

December to celebrate the holidays. You'll find a listing of these events under the heading 

"Schedules". 

We require two things of all our members. The first is annual dues - $50.00 per person and 

$25.00 for each additional person residing in the same household. $15.00 per year for a non-

photographer spouse or partner. If you join DVCC in the middle of our fiscal year (July to June), your 

dues will be pro-rated by one-half. The second is to participate in the administration of the club by 

joining one of the Committees. Another way to participate is by going on field trips and by entering 

your images in Competition. Remember, an organization is only as good as the efforts of its 

members. 

Once you have paid your dues you may enter the DVCC Competitions, which are held on the 

4th Wednesday of each month except November and December. You will be interviewed when you 

join to determine your experience level. You may be asked to bring samples of your work to allow us 

to assign you to the correct competition level. New members generally start at the Basic (B) level but 

you may be assigned to a higher level based upon your experience and work More information about 

this procedure is included in the "Competition - Rules For Establishing Competition Levels" section. 

The field trips are fun! They are a great way to get to know your fellow members and maybe 

broaden and hone your photographic perspectives. Friends and family members are always welcome 

on field trips and as guests at meetings. 

 

WELCOME ... HAVE FUN ... JOIN IN ... We're glad you have joined DVCC! 

 

The Membership Committee 
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A. GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

THE HISTORY OF DIABLO VALLEY CAMERA CLUB 

The Diablo Valley Camera Club was founded in 1983 as an offshoot of a photography class 

held at the Diablo Valley Adult School. In 1986, the Concord Camera Club and Diablo Valley Camera 

Club merged to form a stronger organization. The Concord Camera Club had been in existence for 

many years. It had experienced photographers and knowledge about camera club organization but its 

membership was small and participation was limited. Diablo Valley Camera Club was young and had 

less experience, but was growing and enthusiastic.   

The combination of the two now exists as the current Diablo Valley Camera Club. From a small 

beginning we've grown in both size and diversity of skill level. Many of us joined as very beginning 

photographers and have seen tremendous growth in the quality of our photography. Others were 

already skilled photographers when they joined and have been willing to share their skills with others. 

And we always have new members, who are learning about the organization and about photography. 

Diablo Valley Camera Club is a member of the Northern California Council of Camera Clubs 

(N4C). N4C is made up of member clubs throughout the Bay Area. Being a member of N4C allows us 

to participate in area-wide, interclub competitions. Each month the top-level work in each category at 

DVCC is sent to compete at the N4C level. We have a list of N4C judges who we invite to critique our 
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work each month. We may also take part in the annual "FotoClave", an educational program on 

photography. In addition to attending our own competition judging sessions, all members are invited 

to attend the N4C judging at Rossmoor (see the N4C Meeting Schedule). It is a great way to see very 

fine photography and to be inspired to get out and create images. 

DVCC has a newsletter available at: http://diablovalleycameraclub.wordpress.com/ 

It is published monthly and distributed to members via email. It will keep you up to date on activities 

and competitions, and many other interesting topics. Any member who has information to share 

should contact the editor, who is always looking for ideas and information.   

N4C also publishes a newsletter called "Foto FanFare". This newsletter is available at 

http://n4c.org/newsletters/. You will receive a copy of the Foto FanFare by email monthly. 

DVCC is devoted to furthering the art of photography. Competition is a major activity since it is 

a wonderful way to get feedback and constructive ideas for improving one's work. But the club is 

more than that. We also share ideas about great places to find photo opportunities, good photography 

classes, and exhibits to attend. We share rides, lodging and food on field trips, and most importantly, 

we have a lot of FUN! 

 

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 

Membership is open to anyone interested in photography. 

To join: 

1. Submit a membership application with your dues to the Treasurer. 

2. Pay your dues. Dues are paid annually in July. If you join mid-fiscal-year your dues are 

prorated. Annual dues are $50.00 per member and $25.00 for each additional member residing in the 

same household and $15.00 per year for a non-photographer spouse or partner. 

3. Participate. Please volunteer for one of the Standing Committees. Committee Descriptions 

are included in Section C. 

DVCC’s primary method of communicating with its members is via email. If you do not have an 

email account or access to a computer, contact the Board President or Membership Chairperson to 

discuss the situation. 

Membership allows you to compete at the club and inter-club levels. When notices or 

newsletters are emailed, they will only be emailed to member's email addresses. 

Family members and friends are always welcome at DVCC social events, field trips, and as 

guests at DVCC meetings. 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNCIL OF CAMERA CLUBS 

BACKGROUND:  

The Northern California Council of Camera Clubs, commonly called N4C, was established in 

1952 to promote a spirit of cooperation, and a means of exchanging ideas among camera clubs in 

general. It currently serves as the vital link between inter-related functions of individual members of 

camera clubs, camera clubs, and the Council. It specifically serves as a means of interclub 

competition. 

 

 

 

http://diablovalleycameraclub.wordpress.com/
http://n4c.org/newsletters/
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RESPONSIBILITIES of THE DELEGATE:  

Each delegate, one from each member club in the Council, attends one meeting per month, 

held on the second Monday of the month. This meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. The delegate should plan 

on being there early enough to exchange their club prints with the various division chairs before the 

meeting begins. The top winning prints and digital projection images are eligible for interclub 

competition. The entries from the last competition are also picked up to be returned to the 

photographer.  

The delegates should take sufficient notes to be able to relate to their Board of Directors the 

business which took place during the meeting. There are times when the N4C President will ask for 

the reaction of the member Camera Clubs before voting on a particular issue, especially if it has a 

financial impact on the Council. 

The Council delegates elect the officers at each December Council meeting. The officers are 

president, first vice president, second vice president, secretary, and treasurer. Appointed positions 

are editor(s) and chairs in each competition group. The president also appoints a PSA 

Representative, committee chairs, etc. 

All actions, functions, and business which comes before the council is presented by and voted 

by the delegates, each delegate has one vote and only a delegate may cast a vote. The meetings are 

conducted and governed by Roberts Rules of Order, except when the Council's by-laws are in conflict 

with Roberts Rules, then the Council by-laws are followed. 

A delegate receives two points toward honors for each year he is a delegate, for a maximum of 

10 points. 

 

INTERCLUB COMPETITION: 

Each member club is entitled to submit prints and projected images to the N4C Council for 

competition. The competitions are held on the third Saturday of the month, currently at Rossmoor. 

The delegate is responsible to see that each photo is properly marked and record certain information 

for the ease of handling each image. 

 

AWARDS:  

The top five winners in each group will be awarded either a certificate or a ribbon. 

Points are also earned for winning photos: 

 1st place = 5 points 

 2nd place = 4 points 

 3rd place = 3 points 

 4th place = 2 points 

 5th place = 1 point 

These points may be used in earning an Honor from the Council. 

 

HONORS:  

The Council awards three honors, Associate, Fellow, and Honorary. The Honors are voted 

upon in December. There is an Honors form which explains what is necessary to apply for an Honor 

and the necessary points for each category. The applicant must accumulate 50 points for an 

Associate (AN4C), 1OO points for a Fellow (FN4C). It is customary to award the Honorary (HonN4C 
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or HN4C) to the exiting president and to non-council members for extraordinary service to the 

Council. The First Vice President is in charge of this activity. 

 

FOTOCLAVE:  

There are four councils which comprise Foto Clave: N4C, Delta, 6Cs, and San 

Joaquin Valley. Each year, usually in October or early in November, all four councils 

photographically compete with their best pictures in all categories. Each council rotates hosting 

this activity once per year. This program is well attended and many workshops are presented 

beginning on Friday evening through Sunday afternoon. 

 

ANNUAL COMPETITION:  

Each year, in December, the Council conducts a competition for each division. All winning 

pictures for the year from the Council's monthly competition are eligible to compete. At this 

competition, there are three Judges in each division, selecting the winners.  

 

LIST OF JUDGES: 

Each year, usually in April or May the second vice president prepares a new list of Judges for 

the Council member clubs. This list includes the name, address, telephone number, email address, 

and a brief description of the Judge's qualifications and photographic philosophy. 

 

REFERENCE:  

The by-laws of the Council are available for all delegates. Personal copies should be passed 

from one delegate to another within the club and additional copies may be purchased from the 

Council. See the Council secretary. 

 

B. MEMBERSHIP 

 

COMMITTEE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Competition Committee 

This committee sets up and runs the monthly competitions, logs in all entries, and records 

where entries place in competition. They also determine a new member's competition level. 

Projected Images Competition 

Responsible for opening and closing digital competitions and uploading forwarding winning 

images to N4C. 

Membership Committee 

This committee obtains new members, retains existing members, and makes new members 

and guests feel welcome by making introductions, promoting DVCC's social activities and publicizing 

the club.  

Education Committee 

This committee develops programs and activities that increase our knowledge, technical skills 

and artistic skills in photography. 
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Field Trip Committee 

This committee organizes and publicizes field trips throughout the year. 

Webmaster 

Responsible for maintaining and updating DVCC’s website(s). 

Newsletter Editor 

Responsible for publishing the monthly DVCC newsletter. 

Judges 

Responsible for assuring that a qualified judge is present at DVCC competition meetings. 

 

C. SCHEDULES 
 

GENERAL MEETING SCHEDULE 

Unless otherwise noted, meetings are held at Pilgrim Hall at the First Congressional Church, 

1229 Court Street, Martinez, on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month.  

General Meetings begin at 7:00 pm. 

Competition at the Competition Meetings begins at 7:30 pm. That means that Print 

Competition entries need to be logged in before 7:20 pm. If you are entering Print Competition, 

submit your entries to the Competition Committee between 7 pm and 7:20 pm. No entries will be 

accepted after 7:20 pm. 

Digital Projection entries must be uploaded to the competition website by 10:00pm the Sunday 

night before the actual competition 
 

2nd Wednesday of each month - General Meeting 

We conduct club business, share information on techniques and equipment, sometimes have 

guest speakers, provide information on field trips, classes and exhibits, and show images from field 

trips and fun assignments. 
 

4th Wednesday of each month - Competition Meeting 

Prints and Projected Images are critiqued and judged. Guest judges comment on all work 

submitted. 

Print and Projected Images that place first, second and sometimes third are sent to N4C for 

interclub competition. 

Exceptions to 2nd and 4th Wednesday Meeting Schedule shown above: 

November - 2nd Wednesday - This is the only meeting in November and it is a Competition Meeting. 

November - 4th Wednesday - This meeting is cancelled because of its proximity to Thanksgiving. 

December - 2nd Wednesday - This is the only meeting in December and it is our Annual Holiday 

Party. We meet at a member's home, exchange gifts, and share a potluck dinner. 

December - 4th Wednesday - This meeting is cancelled because of its proximity to Christmas. 

 

For general membership meeting schedules and N4C category schedules please see the 

website.   
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N4C MEETINGS 

3rd Saturday of each month - Interclub (all clubs belonging to N4C) competitions are held at 

various venues. See the Foto Fan Fare for times and places if you are interested in attending. 

2nd Monday of each month - N4C monthly business meeting. Our Vice President attends, 

brings in our entries, brings back our previous month's entries, and represents our club. 

December - 3rd Saturday - Annual N4C judging. Judges from outside N4C judge prints and 

projected images that have placed in N4C competitions during the year.  

February – 2nd Sunday - An Awards Luncheon is held honoring the winners of the annual 

competition and those qualifying for N4C honors. 

October/November – FotoClave, Each of the 4 Camera Club Councils in California takes turn 

hosting a weekend event with competitions, presentations and educational seminars. 

 

D. COMPETITION 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION & RULES: 

 

Who May Enter Competition? ... Any member who has paid their DVCC dues may enter.  

When Are Competitions? ... Competition Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of every 

month except in November when there is only one meeting and it is a Competition held on the 2nd 

Wednesday, and in December when there is no Competition Meeting. 

How Many Images May I Enter? ... You may enter 2 entries in each Category totaling 8 entries only 

in both Print and Projected Images.  

How Do I Mark My Entries? ... Each entry requires your name, the club's name (Diablo Valley 

Camera Club), the image's title, the category, and your competition level. More specific 

information about categories, competition levels and marking your prints is detailed on subsequent 

pages. Please review this information and note that prints that are marked improperly can be 

disqualified for N4C Interclub competitions. A DVCC Print Label is available for download in the 

“Download” section of the DVCC photo services website. 

How Do I Prepare Prints for Competition? ... Prints must be mounted. The maximum size, 

including the mount, is 16 X 20 inches. The minimum mount size is 11 X 14 inches. The 

maximum depth is 1/4 inch. Your name may not appear on the front of the mounted print. The 

print may not be framed, behind glass or have a hanging device attached. 

What Happens at a Competition Meeting? ... The Competition Committee logs in your Print entries 

and prepares them for judging. Judging begins at 7:30 pm. Entries will not be accepted after 7:20 pm. 

A judge from outside DVCC critiques and judges the entries in each category and each competition 

level. The judge may select up to 5 places and an honorable mention in each category and 

competition level. The exact number placed depends upon the number of entries in that category and 

competition level. The judge does not have to award all places requested. A “Projected Image of the 

Night”, and a "Print of the Night" will be selected from all first place winners. 

How Often May I Submit the Same Image? ... As many times as you like, in the same 

category, until it places in N4C competition. You may, however, enter the image in a different 

category and begin the cycle again. (Some members submit an image 3 times to get different 

judges' opinions and then retire the image if there has not been a favorable response.) 
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What Happens To DVCC Competition Winners? ... First and second places, in the Pictorial 

Categories, and first and second places, in the Special Categories go to N4C for monthly 

interclub competition. You will accumulate points for each image that places first through fifth. 

What Happens To N4C Competition Winners? ... All images that place in monthly N4C 

competitions throughout the year are eligible to be entered in the Annual N4C Competition in 

December. N4C points are awarded to images placing first through fifth and Honorable Mention at 

N4C competitions. 

What Are Points and How Are They Used? ... 

At DVCC, points are awarded as follows: 

 1 point for each entry into competition 

 1 point for 5th place 

 2 points for 4th place 

 3 points for 3rd place 

 4 points for 2nd place 

 5 points for 1st place 

The person with the most points in each competition level at the end of the year is awarded a 

certificate from DVCC for Photographer of the Year. 

 

For N4C winners, points are awarded as follows: 

 1/2 point for Honorable Mention 

 1 point for 5th place 

 2 points for 4th place 

 3 points for 3rd place 

 4 points for 2nd place 

 5 points for 1st place 

The number of N4C points you earn determines the level at which you compete. This is 

described more completely in the section COMPETITION- RULES FOR ESTABLISHING 

COMPETITION LEVELS. 

 

When Do I Move Up a Competition Level? ... Our club statistician tracks member’s point 

accumulation. Once you have earned enough points for promotion you will be notified and 

recognized at the general club meeting. 

 

What is N4C? ...The Northern California Council of Camera Clubs is an association of Bay 

Area camera clubs from San Carlos to Marin, many points in between, and on both sides of the bay. 

N4C is one of four Councils active in the greater Northern California area. Categories are defined by 

N4C and are based on PSA's definitions. Other than the category definitions, and N4C's rules for 

interclub competition, member clubs are relatively autonomous. DVCC pays dues to N4C based upon 

the number of categories in which we compete. N4C is a member of PSA (Photographic Society of 

America). 
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DEFINING DIVISIONS, LEVELS AND CATEGORIES 

 

Divisions 

There are two divisions. They are Prints and Projected Images. 

Levels 

There are four levels of competition. These are: 

Basic  B 

Intermediate  I 

Advanced  A 

Masters  M 

New members will be assigned a competition level at the time they join DVCC. Advancement 

to a higher level is described below in the section: Rules for Establishing Competition Levels. 

 

Categories 

There are seven Categories for competition. However, there are different levels within the 

categories for Prints and Projected Images. These are summarized below: 

 

Category Projected Images and Prints 

Pictorial  B, I, A, M       Color Prints  B, I, A, M 

Pictorial, Monochrome B, I, A, M     Monochrome Prints  B, I, A, M  

Nature** B, I, A, M     Nature Prints  B, A* 

Travel B, I, A, M     Travel Prints  B, A* 

Journalism** B, I, A, M    Journalism Prints B, A* 

Creative B, I, A, M     Creative Prints  B, A* 

Sequence (prints only) ---- B, A* 

 

* Beginning level enters in the Beginner’s category, all other levels enter in advanced. 

** (N) for Nature Projected Images and (W) for Authentic Wildlife images. Authentic Wildlife is defined 

as one or more organisms in the animal kingdom living free and unrestrained in a natural or adopted habitat. 

Therefore, photographs of zoo or game farm animals are not eligible. (This will be judged in the Nature 

Projected Image Division only.) 

** In the categories of Nature or Journalism in the Projected Image division you may submit a sequence 

of not more than 4 images. 

The Sequence category applies only to the Print division. 

For the Categories of Nature, Travel, Journalism, Creative and Sequence in the Print Division there are 

only two competition levels, Basic and Advanced. If your Level is Basic you will enter your print in the Basic 

competition level. If your level is Intermediate, Advanced or Masters you will enter your print in the Advanced 

competition level. 

You may enter 2 entries in each Category totaling 8 entries only in both Print and Projected Images. 

 

Category Definitions Simplified 

Go to n4c.org for full definitions. http://n4c.org/definitions/ 

There are some great examples of photographs with titling for each category that are worth checking 

out.  http://n4c.org/definitions/ 

 

 

http://n4c.org/definitions/
http://n4c.org/definitions/


Updated 1/2013 
Pictorial, Color (P) –  

Any type of photograph or image. No specific limits unlike other categories. Images not allowed in the 

other categories can be entered as Pictorial. Image can be manipulated in Photoshop. 

Pictorial, Monochrome (MO) –  

Any type of photograph or image. No specific limits unlike other categories. Images not allowed in the 

other categories can be entered as Pictorial. Image can be manipulated in Photoshop. Images that do best in 

this category have strong pictorial quality in terms of subject matter, composition and overall technical 

excellence. 

Creative (C) –  

Can look realistic, but is open to changing the image in Photoshop or photographing something in a 

creative way that doesn’t look realistic. The judges are typically looking for what is termed “Altered Reality.” 

Image can be manipulated in Photoshop. 

Travel (T)– 

Image that shows the people, region, and/or culture in its natural state. *Minimal Photoshop 

manipulation allowed. No geographic limits on Travel images. Titles should be informative rather than clever 

or cute. 

Journalism (J)-  

Images with informative content and emotional impact, including human interest, documentary and spot 

news. Could be found in a magazine or newspaper. *Minimal Photoshop manipulation allowed. Titles 

should be informative rather than clever or cute. Sequences of not more than four (4) images are permitted in 

the Journalism category in Projected Image competition only. 

Nature (N) –  

Images showing plants and/or animals as they are found in nature meaning no hybridized flowers, for 

example roses; domesticated animals, or pets. Image should not show the “hand of man”. A vista or landscape 

is better suited for Pictorial rather than Nature. *Minimal Photoshop manipulation allowed. Horizontal 

flipping, equivalent to reversing the image, is an acceptable modification. Black and White images are allowed, 

but no other forms of toning are permitted (such as sepia). Titles should be informative rather than clever or 

cute. The use of Latin names of plants and animals is suggested but not required. Sequences of not more than 

four (4) images are permitted in the Nature category in Projected Image competition only. 

Authentic Wildlife –  

Projected Image Only - Authentic Wildlife is defined as one or more organisms in the animal kingdom 

living free and unrestrained in a natural or adopted habitat. Therefore, photographs of zoo or game farm 

animals are not eligible. *Minimal Photoshop manipulation allowed. This will be judged in the Nature 

Projected Image Division only. Titles should be informative rather than clever or cute. The use of Latin names 

of plants and animals is suggested but not required. Click the Authentic Wildlife box in the Nature Category 

when uploading. 

Sequence (SEQ) –  

A sequence consists of a series of two or more related images. A Sequence Print must have all images 

printed on the same sheet of paper, or matted in the same mat.  

A Projected Sequence can be used as a single image, ONLY in the Nature and Journalism Divisions. A 

projected Nature or Journalism Sequence comprises two to four images. 

* Minimal Photoshop manipulation allowed - No manipulation or modification is permitted except 

resizing, cropping, selective lightening or darkening, and restoration of original color of the scene. No special 

effect filters can be applied. Any sharpening must appear natural. No elements may be moved, cloned, added, 

deleted, rearranged or combined. 
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UPLOADING IMAGES FOR DIGITAL PROJECTION 

 

To upload your images for Digital Competition 

1. Go to the web site and log in  http://diablovalley.photoclubservices.com/Default.aspx 

2. Click on Competitions 

3. Click Submit images 

4. Click on the Category you want to upload to 

5. Click Upload 

6. Image type, Digital 

7. Title, Name your image 

8. Leave owner ID blank 

9. Click Genuine Wildlife if it is that category 

10. Click Allow submission to parent organization 

11. Click Browse to find your image on your computer 

12. Click on the image and then Open 

13. Browse space should have the necessary address 

14. Click Add Image 

 

Your image should upload. If there are any problems, contact the webmaster ASAP.  

Upload images to your account by 10:00pm the Sunday before Competition. 

Images must be saved in JPEG format not to exceed 1600 pixels on the longest side horizontal and 1200 

pixels on the longest side vertical. 

 

Entering Prints into Competition 

All print entries must be entered as follows 

1. Go to the web site and log in  http://diablovalley.photoclubservices.com/Default.aspx 

2. Click on Competitions 

3. Click Submit images to a Competition 

4. Click on the Category you want to upload to 

5. Click Upload 

6. Image type – Print 

7. Title – Enter the title of your image 

8. Leave owner ID blank 

9. Click Allow submission to parent organization 

10. Click Browse to find your image on your computer (Optional) 

11. Click on the image and then Open (Optional) 

12. Browse space should have the necessary address (Optional) 

13. Click Add Image 

 

Uploading a digital image of your print is optional. If you have a JPEG image of your print it is advisable to 

upload it. In the print category only you can format your digital image at a maximum pixel count of 1600 

wide/1200 tall. However, if you do not have a JPEG of the print you must still follow the above procedure, 

omitting steps 10 – 12. 

 

 

 

 

http://diablovalley.photoclubservices.com/Default.aspx
http://diablovalley.photoclubservices.com/Default.aspx
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LABELING YOUR PRINTS 

Diablo Valley Camera Club has its own labels to attach to the back of each mounted print 

entry. 

You can obtain the electronic version of this label from the DVCC website at: 

http://diablovalley.photoclubservices.com/Club/Downloads.aspx 

Click on DVCC Print Label 

The club’s official label must be used on all print entries. 

To place the label in the correct position on the back, first hold your mounted image so you can 

see the print in its correct format of vertical or horizontal. Then turn the mount around left to right. 

Place the label in the upper left comer on the back of the mount. This label placement is important, 

especially in the Creative category, where the competition chair may not be able to determine which 

is the top and which is the bottom of the image. Therefore they may not present the print in the 

correct orientation for judging. 

You will be labeling the following items: 

1. Category abbreviation on first line 

2. Photographer – write your name legibly. Please note that your name may not appear on the 

front of the mounted print. All identifying information must be on the back. 

3. Title - write your brief title. Note that the Travel, Journalism and Nature categories have 

specific requirements with regards to titles. See the N4C Category Descriptions for further 

information.  http://n4c.org/competitions/ 

4. Date – Fill in the date of the competition 

5. Level and Category – highlight or circle the appropriate level and category 

6. Place – Leave this line blank. It will be filled in by the Competition Committee immediately 

after judging. 

 

RULES FOR ESTABLISHING COMPETITION LEVELS 

 

New Members 

New members are assigned to a competition level at the time they join DVCC as described in 

Section B of the bylaws. 

Moving Up 

Members are eligible to move up one competition level in all categories when they have 

earned the required number of N4C points for that level in any category. Even if a member has 

earned enough N4C points to move up more than one level, they may not skip a level, but must earn 

the required number of N4C points in each level. Eligible members graduate to their new levels when 

they have accrued enough points to advance. 

Required N4c Points By Level 

Level Points 

B - 0 points 

I  - 10 points earned at Level B 

A - 15 points earned at Level I 

M   30 points earned at Level A 

 

http://diablovalley.photoclubservices.com/Club/Downloads.aspx
http://n4c.org/competitions/
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Stepping Down 

A member may step down a level, if in the past three years they have earned no N4C points 

and if they inform the Competition Committee of their intent to compete at a lower level. The "step 

down" is effective immediately upon notification. That member is again eligible to move up when they 

have met the requirements of the previous paragraph. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR COMPETITION CHAIRPERSON 

Number of places to be awarded at DVCC 

Number of Entries Number of Places to Award 

1 First 

2-4 First and Second 

5-6 First, Second and Third 

7-9 First through Fourth 

10-14 First through Fifth 

15 or more First through Fifth and Honorable Mention 

These are the maximum number of places. The judge may award a fewer number of places (or 

no places) if the work is not of appropriate quality or does not meet the definition of the category (i.e. 

entries in nature which do not meet the nature category definition.) 

 

Number of Places Forwarded to N4C 

At each competition level, in the Print Categories, first and second place are submitted for N4C 

interclub competition. 

At each competition level, in the Projected Categories, first, second, and third places are 

submitted for N4C interclub competition. 

 

Competition at DVCC – New Member Information 

The Diablo Valley Camera Club sponsors both intra and inter-club competitions. Each month 

on the 4th Wednesday the monthly intra-club competition is held. Categories are predefined and 

published at the beginning of each year. 

Competition is divided into different levels, based upon the member’s experience and 

expertise. 

The four levels for competition are Basic, Intermediate, Advanced and Masters. Please refer to 

the membership information package for detailed descriptions of the categories and levels. 

There are also two divisions for competition; Prints and Projected Images. The Print division is 

exactly what it sounds like. You submit photographic prints into competition, in compliance with the 

published rules. 

In the Projected Image division, JPEG images are submitted by the member for judging. 

Images are projected at the meeting using an LCD projector. In order to compete in the Projected 

Image division you must have access to a computer, the internet and be capable of basic photo 

manipulation in order to submit images that meet the specified criteria. Images must be uploaded to 

the DVCC competition website prior to the meeting. 

 

 

 



Updated 1/2013 

Assigning New Members to a Competition Level 

Before new members can participate in competition, they must be assigned to one of the 4 

levels. 

This determination will be made by the Chairperson of the Competition Committee, in 

consultation with other Competition Committee members or others as the Chairperson sees fit. 

Each new member must submit at least 5 images to the Competition Committee for evaluation. 

The images may be in the form of either Prints or JPEG images. These images must be 

representative of the new members work. (If you cherry-pick the best 5 images you have ever 

shot you will likely be assigned to a competition level that is too high and thus you will rarely 

place in competition.) 

To have your prints evaluated, bring them to the next meeting. The competition chair and 

members can quickly evaluate the prints and assign a competition level.To have JPEG images 

evaluated you must email appropriately resized images to the Competition Chairperson, who will then 

see to it that assignment to the correct competition level and creation of an online account takes 

place. Alternatively, you may post your images online, on any of the many online galleries and then 

notify the Competition Chairperson of the URL where the images may be found. 

Please be aware that the process for evaluating JPEG images and setting up an online 

competition account on our website takes some time; as much as a week. If you don’t submit 

your images until after the 3rd Wednesday of the month there is very little likelihood that your 

competition level will be assigned and an online account set up for you in time for the 

competition that occurs on the 4th Wednesday. You cannot compete in the Projected Image 

division unless you have an online account set up. 


